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 SCHEDULE 28 TO THE ENVIRONMENTAL SIGNIFICANCE OVERLAY 

Shown on the planning scheme map as ESO28 

 MORNINGTON PENINSULA BUSHLAND 

1.0 Statement of vegetation significance 

The remnant native vegetation of the Mornington Peninsula is significant for its diversity and 
environmental value, including habitat areas of state, national and international significance. 
Smaller areas of vegetation act as important components of the remaining habitat, providing 
movement corridors for both animals and bird life. 

Remnant vegetation is also a key feature of the Peninsula’s landscapes and their scenic recreational 
value for local and regional communities. 

Retaining vegetation is also critical to catchment management, in terms of maintaining surface and 
ground water quality, the control of siltation, the management of soil salinity, acidification and 
waterlogging, and prevention of erosion in hillside and coastal areas. The ability to maintain 
environmental systems and viable habitat areas on the Peninsula is highly dependent on the 
retention of existing native vegetation and encouraging revegetation utilising indigenous species. 

2.0 Environmental objective to be achieved 

 To protect and conserve native vegetation and habitat areas, including those of rare, threatened 
and endangered flora and fauna species, from clearing, degradation or fragmentation. 

 To protect and conserve habitat corridors, including land with a minimum width of 30 metres 
on both sides of a streamline. 

 To arrest and reverse the decline of remanent native vegetation, and to achieve a net increase in 
native vegetation within the Shire over time. 

 To promote the maintenance of ecological processes and biodiversity. 

 To promote the implementation of regional catchment strategies, regional vegetation plans and 
other natural resource management strategies. 

 To conserve the Shire’s vegetation based landscape assets. 

 To avoid the loss or detrimental modification of native vegetation through grazing, cropping 
and other forms of agriculture. 

 To ensure that trees are cleared from no more than 10 percent of the land effected by this 
schedule and understorey from no more than a further 30 percent of the land effected by this 
schedule. 

3.0 Permit requirement 

A permit is not required to remove vegetation that is not native vegetation. 

Applications to locate dwellings within bushland areas must include a site plan indicating the areas 
for the dwelling, access driveways, fire hazard clearing, areas for effluent disposal and other areas 
of site development in addition to the plan requirements specified below. 

An application to remove native vegetation must: 

 Indicate the total extent of native vegetation on the property, the extent and purpose of proposed 
clearing, the location of any watercourse on the property, and, if relevant, the location of areas 
where the ground slope exceeds 20 percent. 
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 Demonstrate that the proposed removal of native vegetation has been minimised to the 
maximum extent that is reasonable and practical. 

 Specify measures to protect and improve the condition of native habitat, including proposals for 
revegetation, indicating proposed species, methods of ground stabilisation and measures to 
prevent or manage invasion by environmental weeds. 

If the area of proposed clearing exceeds 4000 square metres, a report on the vegetation and habitat 
significance of the area to be cleared must be provided to the satisfaction of the responsible 
authority. 

4.0 Decision guidelines 

Before deciding on an application, the responsible authority must consider, as appropriate: 

 The environmental objectives of this schedule. 

 Any relevant regional catchment strategy or regional vegetation plan. 

 The need for a report, by a properly qualified person and to the satisfaction of the responsible 
authority, on the vegetation and habitat significance of the vegetation to be removed. 

 The botanical and habitat value of the vegetation in terms of physical condition, rarity or 
diversity. This includes recognition of the role of dead vegetation and tree hollows in providing 
*habitat. 

 The environmental value of the vegetation in terms of protecting stream quality and wetlands. 

 Whether there is any reasonable alternative site for proposed buildings and works outside of the 
overlay area that would better meet the objectives of this schedule. 

 The extent of the proposed vegetation removal and the likely effect on the stability of the site 
and soils, particularly along streamlines or in erosion prone areas. 

 The siting and design of buildings and works to avoid the removal of remnant vegetation, 
including the disturbance of root zones. 

 The extent to which the removal of vegetation is necessary to achieve proper fire management. 

 The likely effect of any clearing on the habitat value and long term viability of remnant 
bushland areas. 

 Whether the sitng of a proposed dwelling is likely to generate demand for future removal of 
vegetation associated with fire hazard clearing, areas for ancillary uses and the like. 

 The extent to which proposed clearing may expose remaining areas to weed invasion. 

 The landscape impact of the proposed removal, destruction or lopping of vegetation. 

 The purpose of removing native vegetation and whether there are any alternative land 
management or construction practices that would better meet the objectives of this schedule. 

 The comments of any relevant coastal management fire prevention, catchment protection, land 
management or soil conservation authority. 

 The benefit of conditions requiring planting or replanting or other treatment of any part of the 
land, including the opportunity to achieve a net increase in the area of native vegetation. 

 The benefit of requiring locally indigenous species in replanting and the need to exclude 
environmental weeds. 
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